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Stable Accessible Fair Equitable Rental Housing 2025

Everyone benefits when families have stable, accessible, fair ,and equitable housing. For years,
community-led tenant rights and fair housing advocates in our community pushed for comprehensive
tenant protections and more support for renter empowerment.

Tenant protections are critical to help ensure that generations of St. Paul residents can continue to call
our city home. SAFE(R) Housing has been reassessed and strengthened to resolve rental housing @ SCAN ME
discrimination and ensure access to housing for all. It encompasses stronger policies that reform

tenant screening, support landlord-tenant communication, increase access to housing and protections for tenants facing
displacement, in addition to easier access to landlord-tenant rights, responsibilities and resources.

Cap on Security Deposits
WHY: High security deposits prevent people who earn steady (but low) incomes from accessing rental housing. It
especially punishes those who are living month-to-month and are unable to save. Charging excessive fees up-front is
also another way landlords commonly exclude renters from housing by simply making it impossible for them to meet the
bar to get into a home.

IN THE POLICY: Security deposits cannot exceed the cost of 1 months’ worth of rent.

Renter Screening Criteria
WHY: For generations, communities of color have been held back by racist criminal justice, immigration, eviction, credit
scoring and banking systems that have intentionally marginalized and exploited households of color. Many renters of
color thus face discrimination in the application/review process because of criminal history, low credit scores and/or
previous eviction history.

IN THE POLICY: Establishes and standardizes how landlords must use screening criteria to evaluate prospective renters;
bars landlords from excluding anyone from housing based on certain criminal, credit or rental history factors. Landlords
must conduct individualized assessment or additional review to explain or justify denial, and landlords must notify
applicant of denial within 14 days with basis of denial

Advance Notice of Sale
WHY: Renters in buildings that are being sold and/or upscaled need adequate time and notice about their housing
situation, but frequently don’t get it. These renters often face displacement through sudden lease non-renewals or
renovations to the building that result in higher rents, making their current unit unaffordable to them.

IN THE POLICY: Policy sets a standard for how and when residents are notified and gives tenants protections as they
relocate or adjust to the new ownership.

Relocation Assistance
WHY: Losing your housing suddenly is personally and financially costly. Renters facing unexpected loss of their housing
due to landlord actions face homelessness or housing instability without additional support.

IN THE POLICY: Sets standards for how landlords must financially support tenants who are protected with relocation.

Renter and Landlord Rights & Responsibilities
WHY: Information should be easily accessible and available, as a one-stop shop to provide understanding and
knowledge of rights and ordinance language.

IN THE POLICY: Establishes a public way for renters and landlords to access the information they need.




